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Editor: Carolyn Fox
Hello HOG Family…
I recently had the “opportunity” to experience a new
riding adventure. On a sunny, warm, no jacket required
afternoon Al and I headed out for ride. We knew that
high winds were forecasted for the area and that along
with it would (probably) bring some desert sand. Well,
the high winds attempted to pull the helmets off and the
“some” sand was actually a sand storm. Unpleasant but
not totally unexpected…BUT the 3’ diameter
tumbleweed that slammed into us was. It hit our knees
and exploded on impact, sending tiny shards of
shattered branches into our clothing and skin. In addition
to the shock of being hit, it felt like we had rolled in
Michigan sand burrs. We stopped at the next gas station
to shake our clothes (I’m thankful for under
garments…just saying), we finished the rest of ride
watching and successfully dodging the tumbleweeds.
Some adventures are “one and done” …this is one I
hope to never experience again.

In honor of Women’s History month, I’ve included an
article about “FIVE PIONEERS OF WOMEN’S
MOTORCYCLING” (after the Chapter minutes) that I
think you’ll enjoy. Also, a reminder that May 1 is
International Female Rider Day.
A beautiful sunny day can be deceiving and result in not
properly layering for the temperature. (I will not confirm
or deny that this may have happened recently to me.)
You’ll find a “Feel Like Temperature” chart in the
Newsletter to use as a guide for your next Spring Ride.
Miss you all…we plan to see you in April.

Director: Greg Nowak

Assistant Director: Scott Herbert

Thank you for attending the meeting on the 14th. Another
great showing, a couple of new prospective members
were present. They will be introduced next meeting after
their profiles are complete and waivers signed.

Congratulations we made it through another winter! Time
to get the bikes out! Don’t forget to sign up for Ride 365.
I have the activities ladies working on a mileage
competition. Once that is finalized, they will roll that out to
everyone. We will be doing a raffle drawing this year for
everyone that turns in their mileage twice a year. The
drawing dates will be at the July and November meetings
so make sure to get your mileage turned in before those
months. Your names will be put into a drawing and then
2 lucky winners names will be drawn. The prizes are 2
$50 Hot Rod Harley gift cards at each drawing.

I have finally heard back from the mileage dog tag people
and will discuss our options at the April meeting.
Jamie Gillard and I have been discussing the road
captain training program, she made several great
suggestions and is looking into some options. Stay tuned
on that one ...
As the weather begins to turn for the better and the covid
restrictions begin to lift allowing us to get out and about,
lets still be careful out there. As a group, we have been
very lucky as far as members exposed or infected ... Let’s
keep it that way.
About all for now,
see you in April
have a great
Easter…Greg

We were asked about getting a rep from the HOG Rally
to come talk to us about volunteering. There was only 1
person interested so we will not be having them come
visit us.
Spring Run is on! Social distancing and masks if needed.
NO food and Drinks this year. We will veer off at some
point for our own lunch destination. Looking for
suggestions in the Newaygo or Oceana county area.
Don’t forget we will be meeting at Mel & Alicia’s for
breakfast and then heading to the Run from there. No
donations for breakfast required. Please bring your lunch
ideas to the next meeting.
See you then,
Scott Herbert

Activities: Jamie Herbert/Terri White
Happy Spring everyone!
Just a reminder we need anyone that is going on the
Branson trip to sign up by April 5th. We need to secure
lodging before it fills up.
The summer party is June 25th and June 26th. We have
a sign-up sheet for volunteers to help us make this a
great party! We will be leaving Friday June 25th to head
out for a ride and meet at 6p at the Newaygo Brewing
Company for dinner then heading over to the Trailside
motel afterwards. There will be a bonfire and games
Friday night. Saturday morning, we will have breakfast at
the motel then kickstands up at 9 a.m. We will ride to
Vehicle City Harley Davidson and then have lunch. Once
we return to the motel, we will be providing dinner and
fun. Please remember to sign up to reserve your room.
We have 1 full hook up camp site left. If you are
interested, please let me know so I can reserve that for
you. If you have any questions, please let us know
REMINDER: September 10-12 - Ohio Trip to the Air
Force Museum: You are responsible for booking your
own room (and cancelling them) if you decide to join us
on this ride. There are 14 rooms at the Holiday Inn there
at $109 per night (2) plus tax ($245 total), which includes
breakfast. They are also going to block an area in the
parking lot for us. We have 7 King rooms and 7 Doubles.
They have a bar and restaurant on the premises. A
booking link has been added to the Facebook invite and
to the website calendar.
Thank you and let’s make this a great year,
Jamie and Terri

LOH – Deb Homoly
A LOH meeting will be Tuesday March 30th, 6:00p at
Hanks Tavern in Muskegon on Henry St. Deb called and
they are open for dine in. Their requirement are 6 people
per table, we can’t make reservations, so please let Deb
know if you can make it. All are welcome and
encouraged to join us to plan some LOH events. This is
Deb’s first year in this role, so please bring some
ideas/suggestions.

I found this article and it’s a nice reminder of Air
Temperature vs. “Feel Like” temperatures. (the chart
does not seem to include highway speed, but you’ll get
the concept)

"Feels Like" Temperature
As a rider, wind chill is something you’re even more
keenly aware of. We’ve all been chilled to the bone
on a ride when it’s only moderately cold out,
because of the blast of “wind” created by rushing
through air on a bike at high speed. What would be
slightly chilly standing still suddenly feels like a
polar vortex when riding down the highway.
The "feels like" temperature is a measurement of
how hot or cold it really feels like outside. The
“Feels Like” temperature relies on environmental
data including the ambient air temperature, relative
humidity, and wind speed to determine how
weather conditions feel to bare skin.

Different combinations of temperature, humidity,
and wind speed can increase the sensation of
being hot or cold. For example, skin that is exposed
to wind and cold temperatures will make a person
feel that it is colder outside than it really is because
heat is drawn away from the body at a faster rate.
As another example, a day that is very humid may
feel hotter than it really is outside because your
body sweat does not evaporate (and thereby cool
the body) the way it is intended.

Muskegon H.O.G. Chapter #1962 - Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2021
Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence for our fallen Bikers and Military Serving our Country.
SECRETARY: Melinda Nowak

Apparel: Jim Berlin-

Minutes for February have been approved and posted in
the in the Newsletter.

New Catalogs are coming. Rockers and patches for
sale.

TREASURER: Sue Foose

Membership: Michelle Berlin –

Absent - report read by Greg Nowak on her behalf.
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: Scott Herbert
•
•

•
•

Volunteers needed to man stations for upcoming
Corn hole tournament. Need to know how to score
corn hole
Mileage Ride 365, Jamie Gillard needs the mileage
please, there is an incentive of 2 gift cards of 50
dollars to be drawn at the July and December
meetings. Vote in favor of the gift cards as an
incentive to participate.
May 15th the veterans Salmon Assault and Flags
on the Pier has been cancelled.
When we arrive at the Spring Run, Masks and
Social Distancing will be enforced. We will be
having further discussion as old business.

ACTIVITIES: Jamie Herbert and Terri White
•
•
•

Summer party is June 25th and June 26th, have a
sign-up sheet for volunteers needed to make party
successful.
Reminder that hotels for Ohio Trip to the Air Force
Museum is members responsibility for
booking/cancelling room.
After meeting lunch at Hobo’s

LOH: Deb Homoly –
Needs suggestions for meeting places, contact numbers.

HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN: A.J. Fox
Checking into the Advanced Riding Class; checking into
Instructors.

Safety: Larry Foose and Scott White Larry Foose absent.
Asst Safety: Scott White: Watch the roads at the corners
because salt and gravel will build up, stay upright and be
safe.

CHILI COOK OFF 4-17-2021 being held at the Rusty
Spoke to benefit the Veterans, there will be blind voting,
Silent Auction, Liquor Raffle and a whole bunch of
Volunteers are needed to help out.

Editor- Communications: Carolyn Fox
Absent/vacation

Webmaster: Greg Marczak Request new photos for updates in our cover page.
(Update: Carolyn will change cover page monthly when
she updates calendar.) Check to ensure your current email information is correct. Note: If you do not want your
photo posted on our home page please let Greg Marczak
know.

Director: Greg Nowak
Discussed 365, Discussed the riding Academy, Summer
Party volunteers needed for the Committee.

Old Business: Ride 365; Dog Tags for 2020
New Business:
Respectfully,
Melinda Nowak, Hog Chapter Secretary

FIVE PIONEERS OF WOMEN’S MOTORCYCLING

Augusta and Adeline Van Buren

Historic Vehicle Association

From trailblazing riders to racers, here’s a shortlist of famous
females who ditched the sidecar for the saddle and shaped the
early history of motorcycling.

Effie and Avis Hotchkiss

[source: wikipedia.org]

[source: harley-davidson.com]

In 1915, Effie Hotchkiss was a Wall Street banking clerk who had
big dreams to see America on her way to San Francisco and the
Panama Panama-Pacific International Exposition. Using money
left to her after her father’s death, Effie bought a Harley and,
according to the archives of Harley-Davidson, rigged the V-Twin
with a sidecar for her mother, Avis, who insisted on going along.
Leaving Brooklyn in May, the gritty pair took two months to
complete the journey of over 5,000 miles. Along the way, they
persevered through sweltering heat, blown tires, uncertain
weather and an epically unpredictable terrain laced with narrow,
muddy and dangerous roads. After dipping their toes in the
Pacific (and—fun fact—nearly running over a man who would
later become Effie’s husband), the two simply turned around and
headed back to New York. On the return trip, they logged
another 4,000 miles on the odometer before arriving home in
October.

In 1916, a year after the U.S. House of Representatives rejected
a proposal to allow women the right to vote, America was poised
to enter World War I. Augusta and Adeline Van Buren, two
“society sisters” who traced their lineage back to the eighth
president of the United States, wanted to show the military that
women could ride motorcycles just as well as men.
The 20-something pair had designs on becoming dispatch riders
in the coming war (while also bringing attention to women’s
suffrage) and, to prove they were capable, set off from Brooklyn
bound for Los Angeles on July 4, 1916. Wearing military-style
riding uniforms and riding two Indian Power Plus motorcycles,
the Van Buren sisters overcame poor roads, bad weather and
towering obstacles like the 14,000-foot Pike’s Peak in Colorado,
which had never been done before by any woman in a motor
vehicle. Despite the fame they enjoyed after completing their
3,300-mile quest, the sisters’ military applications were ultimately
rejected. Today, the Van Burens are still regarded as the first
women to ride solo across America on two motorcycles.

Bessie Stringfield

Dorothy “Dot” Robinson

[source: motorcyclemuseum.org]

[source: motrocyclemuseum.org]

Dorothy Robinson’s father was a sidecar manufacturer who,
according to legend, raced his pregnant and laboring wife to an
Australian hospital in a sidecar on delivery day. The Robinson
family moved to America in 1918, eventually settling in Saginaw,
Michigan (and later Detroit), where they ran a motorcycle
dealership. Dot Robinson logged her first 100-mile endurance
race win in 1930. Six years later, she was the first woman to
compete in Michigan’s 500-mile Jack Pine Motorcycle Run.
According to the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, organized
attempts were made to keep Robinson out of racing throughout
the ‘30s and ‘40s. But in refusing to give up the sport she loved,
the woman who went on to co-found Motor Maids—the first
women’s motorcycle group and America’s oldest existing
women’s club—is credited with opening the door to the sport to
future generations of women.

Inducted to the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame in 2002, Bessie
Stringfield had only been riding motorcycles for three years
before becoming the first African-American woman to ride solo
across the United States. The year was 1930, and Stringfield
was only 19. Despite rampant bigotry, racism and sexism,
Stringfield traveled solo to all the Lower 48 states over the next
decade and during World War II served as a dispatch rider for
U.S. military. After the war, she moved to Miami where she
founded the Iron Horse Motorcycle Club. There she made
frequent appearances on the local motorcycle show circuit,
prompting the press to nickname her “The Motorcycle Queen of
Miami.” In 1990, the AMA honored Stringfield as one of the
“Heroes of Harley-Davidson” for a lifetime of breaking down color
barriers and advancing the joy of motorcycle riding for women.

Vivian Bales

International Female Ride Day© (IFRD) goals and missions are of
building awareness of women motorcycle riders and promoting
those who enjoy the sport – across worldwide cultures and
communities. The action of “JUST RIDE!” further intends to
encourage other women who have not yet explored motorcycling,
to take up the activity.
[source: harley-davidson.com]

Motorcycling’s first “cover girl,” Vivian Bales went on a 5,000mile solo tour of the country after her appearance on the cover
of The Harley Davidson Enthusiast in 1929. Visiting various
towns from Albany to Milwaukee, Baltimore to Washington D.C.
(where she toured The White House and met then-president
Herbert Hoover), Bales is best remembered for the goodwill and
exposure she brought to women motorcyclists on her 78-day
journey. Later that year, she chronicled her experiences on the
road in a two-part article for Harley-Davidson’s magazine (and
appeared on the cover again).
So many famous female motorcyclists, so little space. The
women spotlighted here are just a small sampling of motorcycle
history’s early, female pioneers. Kerry Kleid, Louise Scherbyn,
Becky Brown…Do you have a favorite?

Each woman participating on IFRD, first-handedly is a role model
for motorcycling and powersports. IFRD equally aims to defy
preconceived [gender limiting] notions of motorcycling for women
and of women motorcyclists – promoting diversity and gender
parity. Women participating on IFRD demonstrate the formless,
ageless, varied numbers of women who have mastered the skill of
motorcycling.

IFRD Missions and Goals
Marked annually on the first Saturday in May, International
Female Ride Day (IFRD) is one of the most important ride days of
the year to:
•
Highlight the number of women who ride.
•
Encourage other women to take up the activity.
•
Raise awareness about women’s equality in motorsports.
•
Celebrate women’s advancements in motorsports and
powersports.
•
Ride for accelerated gender parity.
International Female Ride Day® (IFRD) is a campaign for women
motorcycle riders across all cultures of the sport, with the purpose
of highlighting and profiling the many numbers of woman riders
enjoying the activity. It is an all brands, all forms, and all styles
worldwide ride. All riders are invited to take part and join in on the
universal ride day action of “JUST RIDE! ®”
International Female Ride Day® shines a spotlight on women
motorcyclists while asking each woman rider to be a role model
for motorcycling during this one, globally synchronized ride day.
This is achieved by the single unified IFRD action of “JUST
RIDE© “. ~ Vicki Gray
It’s a day for and of women motorcycle, scooter, and trike riders –
women power sporters everywhere. A day emphasizing the many
numbers of female’s who ride motorcycles; supporting their
diversities, agelessness, limitless abilities and the enjoyment
women embrace in the activity of motorcycling.

Our HOG family has some
awesome female riders who are
very grateful for these ladies who
paved the way for them!

ONE FIXED DATE. IFRD now occurs on the first Saturday of May
every year. This date is solid and fixed no matter the time zones,
culture or climate. The power of the global JUST RIDE! action –
now referred to as a women’s movement – achieves its goals

Calendar of Events

1:00 Chapter Mtg.

Happy Anniversary
Roy Bronnekant
Sue Chaney-Oswald
Michael Karp

04/01
04/02
04/04

Randy & Deb Staple
Greg & Barbara Marczak
Verlie & Deb Council

04/04
04/09
04/14

March/April
2021
Events
Cornhole Tournament: March 27 (11am to 2pm)
FREE TO ENTER!
• Two-man teams. Bracket style tournament. Double elimination.
• Prizes will be awarded to top two teams plus a bonus prize drawing.
• Sign up to secure your spot. Space is limited. Same day registration space permitting.
• This event will be held outside. Dress appropriately.
• Three-time Hot Rod Chili Champs Just Klassics will be here with their award-winning chili to keep
you warm.
• Social distancing required.

Demo Ride Event: April 10 (11am to 2pm)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Includes: New & Used Motorcycles*
Serial1 eBicycles
StaCyc IRONe bicycle (for kids)
Get a free gift just for taking a test ride!
All test rides are weather permitting and subject to dealer approval.
*Valid driver’s license with cycle endorsement and proper riding attire required.

Spring Open House: April 24 (10a to 3p)
•
•
•
•
•

Featuring New Spring Product
2021 Motorcycles
Serial1 eBicycles
In store specials
FREE Burgers starting at 11am (while quantities last).

